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Abstract.

The 6th Bioastronomy Conference, Bioastronomy ’99: A New Era
in Bioastronomy, was held at the Hapuna Prince Beach hotel on the Big
Island of Hawaii from August 2-6, 1999. The series of previous Bioastron-
omy meetings have played an important role in integrating the broader
interests and techniques of both astronomy and biology to understand the
origin and evolution of living systems in the universe, and to generating
a context for exploration in our solar system and in extrasolar plane-
tary systems. The scope of these interdisciplinary fields is captured in
the topics discussed at the meeting: organic molecules in interstellar and
interplanetary space; origin and evolution of planetary systems; comets,
asteroids, and other small bodies and their role in the origin and evolution
of life; Earth as a living planet; extreme environments on Earth; origin
of life; transport of life between planets; evolution of life and intelligence;
detection and characterization of extrasolar planets; search for extrater-
restrial technology and life; future missions; and public acceptance and
support of scientific studies of life in the universe. This paper gives an
overview summary of the conference and briefly highlights some of the
themes discussed at the meeting.

1. Introduction

The 1999 Bioastronomy meeting was the sixth in a series of international con-
ferences on this topic initiated by the International Astronomical Union (IAU)
Commission 51. Lemarchand (2000; this volume) describes the origin of this
field and the history of the previous Bioastronomy meetings. The venue for the
meeting was approved at the IAU General Assemby in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997
August, with John Rummel (NASA HQ) as the Scientific Organizing Commit-
tee chair and Karen Meech (UH, Institute for Astronomy (IfA)) as the Local
Organizing Committee chair. Table 1 lists the committee members.

The meeting was held at the Hapuna Prince Beach Hotel from August 2-
6, 1999 on the big island of Hawaii. At the meeting we had 192 registrants
(including 17 students and 6 members of the press), with 144 accepted papers
in total. Of these, 77 papers were oral and there were 67 poster papers. One
hundred two papers have been written up and included in this volume. The
format of the meeting was designed to create extensive cross-discipinary discus-
sions. To this end, we had a large number of invited oral papers (40% of the oral
contributions), some contributed oral papers, and dedicated poster sessions.
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